
 
 
PHP Syllabus 
Instructor: TBD 
E-mail: code@media15live.com 
  
Course Description 
This course introduces participants to web development using PHP/MySQL to create database-
driven websites. You will explore working with data types and operators, building functions and 
control structures, manipulating strings, accessing files and directories, manipulating data in 
arrays and strings, working with databases and MySQL, manipulating MySQL databases with 
PHP, managing state information, developing object-oriented PHP, and debugging and error 
handling.  
 
Note: It is assumed that participants in this PHP course are familiar with HTML. There is only a 
brief HTML review of the basic syntax and concepts. If you are not familiar with HTML, please 
consider first taking the HTML course. 
 
Requirements 
This course is offered online on a non-credit basis and as it is open to the general public, there 
are no prerequisites. Each participant upon completion will receive a non-degree certificate 
indicating the newly acquired skills. 
 
Evaluation 
Participants will complete tasks and projects designed to give a very clear and practical 
understanding of the concepts and lessons in the course. 
 
Participants can monitor their progress in the grading portal. A grade of COMPLETE will be 
credited after completion of assigned tasks and projects. It is recommended that participants 
complete all assignments by the due date to ensure your time is well spent and you maximize 
your signup fee. Please read the TERMS on the website to be clear. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://media15live.com/new/terms.php


LESSONS 1: HTML Review 
This lesson aims to teach the following: 

1. Review HTML: Syntax and Structure 
2. Links and Tables  
3. CSS - In-line, Embedded & External 
4. Server Side Includes (SSI) 
5. File Transfer Protocol (FTP) 

 
 
LESSON 2: Getting Started with PHP 
This lesson aims to teach the following: 

1. Introduction to PHP 
2. Understanding PHP Syntax 
3. Creating basic PHP scripts 
4. PHP file extension 
5. Web server processing of files versus browser (client) processing 

 
 
LESSON 3: Working with Data Types and Operators 
This lesson aims to teach the following: 

1. Working with variables and constants 
2. Data types; Expressions and operators 
3. Types of variables 
4. Operator precedence  

 
 
LESSON 4: Building Functions and Control Structures 
This lesson aims to teach the following: 

1. Using functions to organize PHP code 
2. Variable scope and autoglobal variables  
3. Conditional/Decision making statements – using if; if…else and switch statements to 

make decisions; while statements, do…while statements, for, and foreach used to 
repeatedly execute code. 

 
 
LESSON 5: Manipulating Strings 
This lesson aims to teach the following: 

1. Manipulate strings 
2. Parse strings  
3. Compare strings  
4. Handle form submissions 
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LESSON 6: Manipulate arrays 
This lesson aims to teach the following: 

1. Manipulate array elements  
2. Declare and initialize associated arrays  
3. Use iteration functions  
4. Find and extract elements and values  
5. Sort, combine, and compare arrays  
6. Work with multidimensional arrays 

 
 
LESSON 7: Working with Databases and MySQL 
This lesson aims to teach the following: 

1. Basics of databases and MySQL  
2. Work with MySQL databases  
3. Manage user accounts  
4. Define database tables  
5. Work with database records 

 
 
LESSON 8: Manipulating MySQL Databases with PHP 
This lesson aims to teach the following: 

1. Connect to MySQL from PHP  
2. Learn how to handle MySQL errors  
3. Execute SQL statements with PHP  
4. Use PHP to work with MySQL databases and tables  
5. Use PHP to manipulate database records 

 
 
LESSON 9: Managing State Information 
This lesson aims to teach the following: 

1. Learn about state information  
2. Use hidden form fields to save state information  
3. Use query strings to save state information  
4. Use cookies to save state information  
5. Use sessions to save state information 

 
 
 
 
  
*The contents of this Syllabus are subject to change. Some lessons may be combined, amended 
or expanded if necessary. 
  
 


