
 
 
Adobe Photoshop Syllabus 
Instructor: TBD 
E-mail: code@media15live.com 
  
Course Description 
This course teaches participants about the Adobe Photoshop workspace which reflects the 
technical basis of the digital image. Understanding the structure of this important application 
enables participants to systematically build confidence and skill in its use, and also apply its 
principles in related applications.   
 
Requirements 
This course is offered online on a non-credit basis and as it is open to the general public, there 
are no prerequisites. Each participant upon completion will receive a non-degree certificate 
indicating the newly acquired skills. 
 
Evaluation 
Participants will complete tasks and projects designed to give a very clear and practical 
understanding of the concepts and lessons in the course. 
 
Participants can monitor their progress in the grading portal. A grade of COMPLETE will be 
credited after completion of assigned tasks and projects. It is recommended that participants 
complete all assignments by the due date to ensure your time is well spent and you maximize 
your signup fee. Please read the TERMS on the website to be clear. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://media15live.com/new/terms.php


LESSONS 1: Getting Started with Photoshop  
This lesson aims to teach the following: 

1. Start Photoshop on a PC or Mac 
2. Understand the Photoshop Workspace. 
3. Find Images for Your Projects. 
4. Set Preferences. 
5. Save a Workspace. 
6. Open an Image. 
7. Browse for an Image in Bridge. 
8. Sort and Filter Images in Bridge. 
9. Display a Slide Show in Bridge. 
10. Manage Images with Mini Bridge. 
11. Create a New Image.  

 
Measurement: 
It is expected that participants who complete this lesson will be introduced to Adobe 
Photoshop CS5, a popular software application for working with digital images and be able to 
create, modify, combine and/or optimize digital images on a computer. 
  
 
LESSON 2: Understanding Photoshop Basics 
Upon completing this lesson, participants will have working knowledge of the following: 

1. Understand the Photoshop Toolbox 
2. Work with Toolbox Tools 
3. Magnify with the Zoom Tool 
4. Adjust Views 
5. Change Screen Modes 
6. Using Rulers and Guides 
7. Undo Commands 
8. Revert an Image 
9. Manage Image Windows  

 
Measurement: 
It is expected that participants who complete this lesson will learn and be able to select Adobe 
Photoshop tools and fine-tune the workspace.  
  
LESSON 3: Changing the Size of an Image 
Upon completing this lesson, participants will have working knowledge of the following: 

1. Change the On-Screen Size of an Image 
2. Change the Print Size of an Image 
3. Change the Resolution of an Image 
4. Crop an Image 
5. Crop and Straighten Photos 
6. Trim an Image 
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7. Change the Canvas Size of an Image.  
 
Measurement: 
It is expected that participants who complete this lesson will be able to change the on-screen or 
print size and print resolution as well as be able to crop an image. 
 
 
LESSON 4: Making Selections 
Upon completing this lesson, participants will have working knowledge of the following: 

1. Select with the Marquee Tools. 
2. Select with the Lasso Tool. 
3. Select with the Magnetic Lasso Tool. 
4. Select with the Quick Selection Tool. 
5. Select with the Magic Wand Tool. 
6. Select with the Color Range Command. 
7. Select All the Pixels in an Image. 
8. Move a Selection Border. 
9. Add to or Subtract from a Selection. 
10. Invert a Selection. 
11. Grow a Selection. 
12. Create Slices.  

 
Measurement: 
It is expected that participants who complete this lesson will be able to move, color or 
transform parts of images independently from the rest of the image by first making a selection. 
  
  
LESSON 5: Manipulating Selections 
Upon completing this lesson, participants will have working knowledge of the following: 

1. Move a Selection. 
2. Copy & Paste a Selection 
3. Delete a Selection 
4. Rotate a Selection 
5. Scale a Selection 
6. Skew or Distort a Selection 
7. Perform Content-Aware Scaling 
8. Refine a Selection Edge 
9. Feather the Border of a Selection 
10. Create Vanishing Point Planes 
11. Copy Between Vanishing Point Planes 

  
 
 
Measurement: 



As a result of the Expectations for this lesson, participants will learn how to make selections to 
define specific areas in a Photoshop image. Participants will also learn to move, stretch, erase 
and manipulate selections in a variety of ways.  
  
LESSON 6: Painting and Drawing with Color 
Upon completing this lesson, participants will have working knowledge of the following: 

1. Select the Foreground and Background Colors 
2. Select a Color with the Eyedropper Tool  
3. Select a Color with the Swatches Panel  
4. Using the Brush Tool  
5. Change Brush Styles  
6. Create a Custom Brush  
7. Using the Mixer Brush  
8. Apply a Gradient  
9. Using the Paint Bucket Tool  
10. Fill A Selection  
11. Using Content-Aware Fill  
12. Using the Clone Stamp 
13. Using the Eraser 
14. Fixing Red Eye in a Photo  

 
Measurement: 
It is expected that participants who complete this lesson will be able to use Photoshop tools to 
add splashes, streaks or solid areas of color to images. Photoshop offers a variety of tools with 
which you can add almost any color or texture imaginable. 
  
LESSON 7: Adjusting Colors 
Upon completing this lesson, participants will have working knowledge of the following: 

1. Change Brightness & Contrast 
2. Use the Dodge & Burn Tools 
3. Adjust Levels 
4. Adjust Hue and Saturation 
5. Match Colors Between Images 
6. Convert to Black & White 
7. Adjust Vibrance  

 
Measurement: 
It is expected that participants who complete this lesson will be able to fine-tune the colors in 
images - darken them, lighten them or remove them completely. 
  
 
 
 
LESSON 8: Working With Layers 



Upon completing this lesson, participants will have working knowledge of the following: 
1. Create and Add to a Layer 
2. Hide A Layer 
3. Duplicate a Layer 
4. Merge Layers 
5. Create a Solid Fill Layer 
6. Apply an Adjustment-Layer Preset 
7. Link Layers 
8. Blend Layers 
9. Work with Smart Objects  

 
Measurement: 
It is expected that participants who complete this lesson will be able to separate the elements 
in an image so the elements in the image can be transformed independently of one another. 
Participants will be able to accomplish this by placing the elements on different layers. 
 
 
LESSON 9: Applying Layer Styles 
Upon completing this lesson, participants will have working knowledge of the following: 

1. Apply a Drop Shadow 
2. Apply an Outer Glow 
3. Apply Beveling and Embossing 
4. Apply Multiple Styles to a Layer 
5. Edit a Layer Style 
6. Using the Styles Panel 

 
Measurement: 
It is expected that participants who complete this lesson will be able to apply special effects to 
layers by using Photoshop’s built-in layer styles. With these styles, participants will be able to 
add shadows, glows and 3-D appearances to layers. Photoshop’s Styles panel also enables you 
to easily apply predefined combinations of styles to images or create custom styles. 
 
 
LESSON 10: Applying Filters 
Upon completing this lesson, participants will have working knowledge of the following: 

1. Turn an Image into a Painting 
2. Blur an Image 
3. Turn an Image into Shapes 
4. Add Glowing Edges to an Image 
5. Add Texture to an Image 
6. Apply Multiple Filters 
7. Using Smart Filters 

 
Measurement: 



It is expected that participants who complete this lesson will be able to use Photoshop’s filters 
to quickly apply enhancements to images, including artistic effects, texture effects and 
distortions. Participants will also discover more than 100 filters that comes with Photoshop. 
 
 
LESSON 11: Drawing Shapes 
Upon completing this lesson, participants will have working knowledge of the following: 

1. Draw a Shape 
2. Draw a Custom Shape 
3. Draw a Straight Line 
4. Draw a Shape with a Pen 
5. Edit a Shape 

 
Measurement: 
It is expected that participants who complete this lesson will be acquainted with the variety of 
tools offered by Photoshop for drawing geometric and abstract shapes. Participants will also be 
able to edit the lines that bound shapes or change colors with which the shapes are filled. The 
tools can also be used to draw lines that have arrowheads at their ends. 
 
 
LESSON 12: Adjusting and Manipulating Type 
Upon completing this lesson, participants will have working knowledge of the following: 

1. Add Type to an Image 
2. Add Type in a Bounding Box 
3. Change the Formatting of Type 
4. Change the Color of Type 
5. Warp Type 

 
Measurement: 
It is expected that participants who complete this lesson will be able to apply special effects to 
layers by using Photoshop’s built-in layer styles. With these styles, participants will be able to 
add shadows, glows and 3-D appearances to layers. Photoshop’s Styles panel also enables you 
to easily apply predefined combinations of styles to images or create custom styles. 
 
 
LESSON 13: Saving and Printing Images 
Upon completing this lesson, participants will have working knowledge of the following: 

1. Save in the Photoshop Format 
2. Save an Image for Use in Another Application 
3. Save a JPEG for the Web 
4. Save a GIF for the Web 
5. Add Descriptive and Copyright Information 
6. Save a Sliced Image 
7. Print by Using a PC or Mac 



 
Measurement: 
It is expected that participants who complete this lesson will be able to save images for use 
later or for use in another application or on the Web. Participants will also be able to print hard 
copies of completed work. 
 
 
 
 
*The contents of this Syllabus are subject to change. Some lessons may be combined, amended 
or expanded if necessary. 
  
 


